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March 23, 2006
Contact: UM journalism Dean Emeritus Charlie Hood, (406) 721-1306, 
chood57@y ahoo. com.
CZECH MEDIA EXPERT TO SPEAK AT UM 
MISSOULA -
Jan Jirak, a noted Czech scholar and media observer, will give a free public lecture at 
The University of Montana on Tuesday, April 4, about the struggles between journalists and 
politicians in the Czech Republic since the communist regime was overturned in 1989.
The lecture, titled “A Tenuous Balance: Czech Journalism and Politics 16 Years After 
the Velvet Revolution,” is scheduled for 11:10 a.m. in the University Center Theater.
Jirak is vice dean of the faculty of social services and a journalism professor at Charles 
University in Prague. He holds a doctorate in comparative linguistics and has studied public 
communications and the role of the news media at Indiana University in Bloomington.
Besides journalism and politics, he has lectured and written on such subjects as 
contemporary media, coverage of race, gender and minority issues, and media in society. As 
chair of the Czech Television Council from 1997 to 2000, he was at the center of controversial 
discussions about how to nurture and improve public television in the Czech Republic’s post­
communist era.
Jirak will be on campus April 3-7 as a guest of the University and UM’s School of 
Journalism. The two universities are exploring an exchange relationship that would include
-more-
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cooperating on scholarly projects of mutual interest and offering faculty and student exchanges.
Also on campus the same week will be Lenka Slavikova, head of Charles University’s 
Educational Management Center. She will visit the UM Center for Continuing Education and 
the School of Education. A third Charles University administrator, Miroslav Polasek, vice 
dean of international activities of the faculty of pharmacy, visited the UM College of Health 
Professions and Biomedical Sciences and Division of Biological Sciences last February.
A UM group representing the College of Health Professions, the Continuing Education 
Center, the journalism school and International Programs visited Charles University in Prague 
and Hradec Kralovy last October.
Founded in 1348, Charles University is the oldest university in Central Europe and the 
most prominent educational institution in the Czech Republic.
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